
CRISTA, a non-profit human services organization with a family of 
ministries, owns and operates three radio stations, KCIS-AM, KCMS-FM and 
KWPZ-FM.  KCIS-AM and KCMS-FM serve the Seattle/Edmonds area in 
Washington State.  KWPZ-FM serves the Bellingham/Lynden area in 
Washington State.   
 
KCIS-AM provides primarily faith-based teaching programs and family-
focused talk programs.   
 
KCMS-FM provides primarily music with family friendly lyrics.  The station 
also provides faith-based teaching programs and family-focused talk 
programs. 
 
KWPZ-FM provides primarily music with family friendly lyrics.  The station 
also provides faith-based teaching programs and family-focused talk 
programs. 
 
In response to the FCC’s rulemaking proceeding on Localism, we would like 
to offer input based on the operations of our three radio stations. 
 
First of all, the programming services provided by the CRISTA radio stations 
in their respective markets are unique and different from services provided 
by other local radio stations.  Our emphasis is to provide programming 
content that is encouraging and uplifting to listeners.  Listeners have found 
our programming to be family friendly and kid safe. 
 
Secondly, being relevant and local in serving listeners is of paramount 
interest to us.  Here are some examples: 
 

1) KCMS-FM features music from local artists on a regular basis.  The 
station puts a spotlight on local music to introduce listeners to local 
artists.   

2) Traffic tie-ups represent a serious on-going concern to Seattle area 
residents.  KCIS-AM and KCMS-FM spend significant amount of 
resources to bring live traffic reports to listeners. 

3) KCMS-FM interacts with listeners face-to-face on a regular basis, via 
station promotions, community events, and church activities. 

4) KCMS-FM and KCIS-AM invites listeners to call or email with their 
input and comments. 

 
Today’s media landscape is facing super-fragmentation.  The number of 
media outlets continues to increase rapidly, thanks to technology.  Many of 
the media services, such as cable music service, satellite radio and Internet 
radio, aim at the national audience at large.  They are unable to provide 



services for specific local markets. Because of their national focus, it provides 
radio stations like ours an opportunity to focus on providing relevant local 
services.   
 
Based on our on-going efforts in serving local listeners, we are convinced that 
federal mandate on Localism is not necessary.   
 
Federal mandate would likely create unnecessary rules and regulations that 
would burden station operations.  Furthermore, to meet new rules and 
regulations, it will create additional cost and expense to stations.  Today’s 
media market is increasingly challenging for local radio stations.  A new 
mandate such as this is likely to add financial burden to radio stations at a 
time when local station operators are already having difficulty in managing 
operating expenses. 
 
Over the air local broadcasters provide important services for the general 
public.  Local broadcasters have a proud tradition of providing local and 
relevant programming services that are free to local listeners.   
 
While the intent of the FCC’s rulemaking proceeding on Localism is good, we 
believe new Localism rules are not necessary and if enacted they will be 
harmful to the operation of local radio stations.   
 
Thank you for your kind consideration. 
 
Submitted by Stan Mak, Vice President/General Manager, CRIST 
Broadcasting, a ministry of CRISTA.  
 


